How to Install ELM327 Bluetooth OBD Scanner on Windows

Posted by Alex (Im) E. on 27 December 2012 06:03 PM

Thisarticlewill guideyou on how toinstall EL M 327 Bluetooth scanner on
your Windows system. (Go herefor MAC). It will then successfully work with
OBD-I| software (like award-winning TOAD) and your car.

(If this step is missed, then OBD software is not going to work. So it's CRUCIAL
‘ that you follow below steps).

Other Resources;

Typical
ELM327

Pluetoom OFP - b\want to install EL M 327 USB Cable version instead?

Scanners

Want to install this ELM 327 Bluetooth on your Android Phone/T ablet device?

STEP 1: LocateYour CarsDiagnogicsConnector.
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The 16-pin diagnostic link connector (DLC) should be located in the passanger or driver's
compartment, under the steering wheel.

Can't find it? Click here for DLC locator.

STEP 2: Turn ON Car Ignition and Then Plugin ELM 327 Bluetooth Scan Toal into Cars
Port




FIRST Turn ON carsignition (one position before engine starts). And then...

Plug ELM 327 Bluetooth scanner into cars connector.

STEP 3: Add ELM 327 Bluetooth Scan Tool

(NOTE: You only have 60 seconds to pair the Bluetooth scanner from thetime you connect
it tothecar — to thetime of entering the Pairing code. If more then 60 second pass — then
Pairing code will berejected and you'll haveto plug out the scanner and try again. So have
your Bluetooth devices window open, so you can immediately connect as soon as you see
ELM327/0OBDII/Unknown Device show up.)
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Double-click theicon in the system tray.

The "Bluetooth Devices' window will appear:
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Devices | Options | COM Ports | Hasdware |
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Click "Add".

* This part only appliesto Windows XP.

The "Add Bluetooth Device Wizard will appear:

Add Bluetooth Device Wizard

Welcome to the Add Bluetooth
Device Wizard

Befoee pocesdng. refer o the "Blustooth™ sechon of the
dewvice documentation. Then set up you device so that youw
compubes can find it:

= Tun it on

- Make # discoversble [visible]

- Give it & name [optional]

- Prazs the button on the bottom of the device
fheyboards and rce anb)
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Check the "My Deviceis set up and ready to be found" check box, then click the "Next" button.

The Wizard will search for and display Bluetooth devices within range:

i
Select the Blustooth device that you want to add. 9@
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A I you don’t ses the device that pou want bo add, make sure that it is
and ther cick Search Again

Salect a device 10 add to this computer

Whrsdirws will coaviine 10 koaok e resy dhesioes e dispillssy them heeiie
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Click on "CAN OBDII" (may aso show up as"CBT"). Then click "Next".



You'll be asked to enter your passkey:

_ x
Do you need a passkey to add your device? 90

To answer thes question, refer to the "Blustooth™ section of the documentabion that came with
your device. |f the documentation speciies a passkey, uie that one.

» Choose a passkey for me

™ Let me choose my own pazskey: |
(" Don't ute a passkey

-@ You should always uze a pazshey, unless pour device does not support one. We
recommend using a passkey that is B to 16 digits long. The longer the passkey, the
maore secure it will be.

411.:*‘1 Newt > !j Cancel |

Select a pairing option

# Create a pairing code for me
The desior bus a heypad

% Enter the device's paining code
The chimdce SOt with & Pubrine (O

hech bow one on The device o I the device manual

+ Pair without using a code

s type of devace, such a8 » meouse doss not

PEQUITE 3 SEOUIE CONMetion.

Windows XP:
Select "Use the passkey found in the documentation”.

Windows Vista/7/8:



Select "Enter the device's pairing code”

Enter: 6789
Then click "Next".

If "6789" doesn't work, then try "1234" or "0000".

The Wizard will connect to the scan tool:

Add Bluetooth Device Wizard ﬁl

Windows is exchanging passheys. g@

For mare information about entenng a passkey, sea the documentation that came with pour
davica.

¥ Conmecting...
¥ Please enter the passkey on your Blestooth device now,
Passhey 1234

¥ Installing Bluetooth device. .

This device has been successfully added to this computer

Windows i now checiing for drvers. and will inatall themn @
necessary. You may reed to wait for this to finish before your
device i ready to use

To verily if hin device finibed ingtaling proparly, look ke | in
wvices sl Prints




* This part only appliesto Windows XP.
Onceit's setup, the wizard will display the COM port numbers:

Al Bluetooth Device Wizand x|

Completing the Add Bluetooth
Device Wizard
The Blustnoth device was sucosssiully conmmcted bo your

complber. Vo compuber and the dence can commurcate
whereyver hey are rear aach obhes.

igned 1o your device

Lesan mone about Blstnoth COM poda

To close thiz wizaed, chok Finish

Write down the number of the Outgoing COM port. You will need it later to configure the

diagnostics software.
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Now you can successfully use any OBD2 diagnostics software! And it should read your cars

data.

Troubleshooting Windows Connection | ssues:

1. If OBD software has trouble connecting to your car, then set baud rate of connection to:

38400 or 9600.

2. With some OBD-I1 software, you'll need to to know the COM port number of your
ELM 327 Bluetooth scanner. Y ou can find this out inside Device Manager, under "Ports

(COM & LPT)".



Windows XP:

Control Panel » System » "Hardware" tab » Device Manager » Ports (COM &
LPT)

Windows Vista/7/8:

Control Panel » System » Device Manager » Ports (COM & LPT)



